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Welcome to the TICTAC Guide that has been developed in the frame of the project titled

"TICTAC - Time for International Cooperation: Active Cities" co-funded by the Erasmus+

Programme. TICTAC involves 6 partners from 6 different European countries and is led by the

European Development Agency. Generally, the project aims to raise awareness about the

European programmes and tools among people working in the municipalities, regional

administrations and in other public institutions.

 

Under this scheme, the TICTAC Guide represents an innovative informal educational

programme that can be used by any employee who is working in public institutions or any adult

people interested in the solution of problems related to their local communities. The process of

design of this Guide has been mainly based on the experience and expertise of project partners

and on the Needs Analysis conducted regarding the target groups of the project in order to fit its

content to their reality and expectations. In overall, more than 240 questionnaires have been

gathered and more than 60 representatives of the target groups have been interviewed in all

partner countries. 

Summing up, the Guide contains relevant information about funding opportunities coming from

the European Union in the sectors people from the target group work in and also successful

projects, that will increase motivation for further work. 

If you wish to receive more information about the TICTAC project visit our website. 

https://tictac-project.eu/
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Chapter 1:

Overview of EU Funding Opportunities



It could be defined as a joint action promoted by several organizations from different

European countries to achieve a specific objective, based on experiences and common needs,

through planning and previously agreed on the allocation of responsibilities and an overall

budget, funded in whole or, more usually, in part by the EU. 

European projects have to be framed in the "calls for proposals" launched by the EU in the

field of the different available programmes. To get funding for your project, you will need to

identify a relevant call for proposals and carefully follow the specific guidelines on how to apply.

Your project will compete for funding with projects submitted by other applicants. 

In the vast majority of European projects, an organisation may choose to participate with the

role of coordinator (an applicant or main beneficiary), partner (co-beneficiary) or even an

associate partner in some programmes. The coordinator and all the partners form the so-called

"partnership" or "consortium".

1.1 European Project
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What is a European project?

European Project



This is an organisation which contributes to the design of

the proposal and, if the project is approved, performs

part of the work program and receives from the

coordinator its budgetary assignment.

Partner

Coordinator

It is an organisation in charge of preparing the

application package, in collaboration with the partners

and submitting it on behalf of the consortium. Besides, it

is the interlocutor with the funding institution or agency. If

the proposal is approved, besides the fulfilment of the

same obligations as any partner, it is responsible for the

management of project implementation, coordinating

the work in progress, gathering all the information and

documentation of each partner, and reporting about the

project.

Associated partner

It is an organisation involves in the action, playing a

real role, but not receiving funding from the grant for

the costs it incurs during the implementation of the

project. Associate partners are generally organisations

which either do not comply with the criteria for being a

coordinator or a partner or do not wish or need to receive

co-funding from the EU for their participation in the

project.
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Roles to participate in a European project

European Project



1.2 EU Policies & Grants

MFF provides a framework for financial programming and budgetary discipline, ensuring the

predictability of EU expenditure. It allows the EU to develop common policies for a long period,

enough to be effective. The MFF echoes political priorities and represent a budgetary planning

tool since it is precisely how, and in which sectors the EU will invest over the next years. The

current MFF established European programmes and instruments that are still financing projects

of all types during the period 2014-2020 to achieve the objectives of smart, sustainable and

inclusive growth in Europe 2020. The new MFF will operate in the same way for the period

2021-2027. 

In this framework, the EU provides funding for a broad range of projects and programmes

covering areas such as: regional & urban development, employment & social inclusion,

agriculture & rural development, research & innovation, maritime & fisheries policies or

humanitarian aid and many others. Part of them are managed by the EU in partnership with

national and regional authorities through a system of "shared management" such as Structural

Funds or Cohesion Funds. Other funds are managed directly by the EU in the form of Grants and

Contracts. 

This Guide will be mainly focused on those programmes and funds, which are managed

directly by the EU in the form of Grants. Grants are awarded to implement specific projects

contributing to EU policies, usually following a public announcement known as a call for

proposals. A grant serves a specific purpose, which is described in the call for proposals. In many

cases, the EU’s contribution is conditional on the beneficiary providing co-financing.

The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) is the total budget the European Union has at
its disposal to implement its internal and external policies for a seven-year period.
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EU Policies & Grants



The overall objective of the current programmes has a close relationship with the smart,

sustainable and inclusive growth pursued by the Europe 2020 Strategy. 

The MFF 2014-2020, featured a significant reduction in the number of programmes from the

previous programming period. In the period 2014-2020 they were grouped into 23 programmes

over 80 existing in the period 2007-2013. This concentration was motivated in seeking greater

consistency of approach and intervention programmes and fostering synergies between them. 

The main EU programmes and funds available for cities and regional administrations,

aimed at increasing the quality of life of its citizens on most important areas of interest,

such as education, social and economic sectors, are, among others:

Erasmus+, Europe for Citizens, European Solidarity Corps, Creative Europe, COSME,

Connecting Europe Facility, Consumer Programme, EU Aid Volunteers, Asylum, Migration and

Integration Fund (AMIF), Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI), Horizon 2020, LIFE, Rights,

Equality and Citizenship Programme (REC), Interreg or URBACT.

1.3 Main EU Programmes in the Period 2014-2020
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EU policies are implemented through a wide range of programmes and funds that provide financial
support to public bodies, young people, NGOs, SMEs, scientists, researchers, farmers and others.

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF)

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)

Asylum, Migration &  Social Integration

€3.137 billion

90 %

Brief Description
AMIF promotes the efficient management of migration flows and the

implementation, strengthening and development of a common Union

approach to asylum and immigration.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/financing/fundings/migration-asylum-

borders/asylum-migration-integration-fund_en

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Energy, Transport & Telecommunications

€21.94 billion

From 20 % to 75 %

Brief Description
CEF is a key EU funding instrument to promote growth, jobs and

competitiveness through targeted infrastructure investment at European

level. It supports the development of high performing, sustainable and

efficiently interconnected trans-European networks in the fields of

transport, energy and digital services.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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COSME

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Consumer Programme

Competitiveness of SMEs

€2.3 billion

From 40 % to 60 %

Brief Description
COSME is the Union’s programme to strengthen the competitiveness and

sustainability of enterprises, to encourage an entrepreneurial culture and

to promote the creation and growth of SMEs. COSME also includes the

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs, a cross-border exchange programme.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/cosme-0

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Health, Safety, Consumer Information 

€21.94 billion

From 50 % to 70 %

Brief Description
The general objective of the programme is to ensure a high level of

consumer protection through the empowerment of European consumers.

Consumers are placed at the heart of the internal market, in the frame of

the EU strategy for a smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/chafea/consumers/index_en.htm

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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Creative Europe

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI)

Audiovisual, Cultural & Creative Sectors

€1.46 billion

From 50 % to 80 %

Brief Description
This programme aims to support the European audiovisual, cultural and

creative sector. The different funding schemes encourage the audiovisual,

cultural and creative players to operate across Europe, to reach new

audiences and to develop the skills needed in the digital age. 

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/about_en

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe_en

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Social Affairs & Labour Market

€919.469 million

95 %

Brief Description
EaSI is a financing instrument at EU level to promote a high level of quality

and sustainable employment, guaranteeing adequate and decent social

protection, combating social exclusion and poverty and improving

working conditions. EaSI brings together three programmes managed

separately in the period 2007-2013: PROGRESS, EURES & Progress

Microfinance.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1081

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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Erasmus+

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

EU Aid Volunteers

Education, Training, Youth & Sport

€14.7 billion

From 70 % to 90 %

Brief Description
Erasmus+ is designed to support Countries' efforts to efficiently use the

potential of Europe’s talent and social assets in a lifelong learning

perspective, linking support to formal, non-formal and informal learning

throughout the education, training and youth fields. It also includes sport

and enhances the opportunities for cooperation with Partner Countries.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/node_en

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Capacity Building & Volunteering

€100 million

Maximum 85 %

Brief Description
The EU Aid Volunteers initiative aims to contribute to strengthening the

Union's capacity to provide needs-based humanitarian aid. EU Aid

Volunteers brings volunteers and organisations together from different

countries, providing practical support to humanitarian aid projects and

contributing to strengthening local capacity and resilience of disaster-

affected communities.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/eu-aid-volunteers_en

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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European Solidarity Corps (ESC)

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Europe for Citizens

Solidarity & Volunteering

€375.6 million

No specific % of co-financing requested

Brief Description
ESC is the EU's new programme for promoting solidarity as a value, mainly

through volunteering. It aims to enhance the engagement of young people

and organisations in accessible and high-quality solidarity activities,

thereby strengthening cohesion, solidarity, democracy and citizenship in

Europe, while also responding to societal challenges.

More info 
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/sites/european-solidarity-corps_en

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

European Citizenship & Democracy

€187.718 million

No specific % of co-financing requested

Brief Description
The aim of the programme is to contribute to citizens' understanding of

the EU, its history and diversity and to encourage the democratic

participation of citizens at EU level. The programme is implemented

through two strands (European remembrance; Democratic engagement

and civic participation) and a horizontal action (Valorisation).

More info 
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/europe-for-citizens_en

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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Horizon 2020

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Interreg - European Territorial Cooperation (ETC)

Research & Innovation

€80 billion

From 33 % to 100 %

Brief Description
Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation programme ever,

which promises more breakthroughs, discoveries and world-firsts by taking

great ideas from the lab to the market. It is the financial instrument

implementing the Innovation Union aimed at securing Europe's global

competitiveness. It puts emphasis on excellent science, industrial

leadership, and tackling societal challenges.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Joint Actions & Policy Exchanges 

€10.1 billion

% variable

Brief Description
ETC, better known as Interreg, is one of the two goals of Cohesion Policy

and provides a framework for the implementation of joint actions and

policy exchanges between national, regional and local actors from

different Member States. Interreg is built around three strands of

cooperation: cross-border (Interreg A), transnational (Interreg B) and

interregional (Interreg C).

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-

territorial/

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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LIFE

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Pilot Projects (PP) and Preparatory Actions (PA)

Environment, Nature & Climate Action

€3.45 billion

From 50 % to 75 %

Brief Description
The LIFE programme is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment

and climate action created in 1992. LIFE is structured in two sub-

programmes: the sub-programme for Environment and the sub-programme

for Climate Action.

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Variable based on EU needs

Annual allocation is €140 million

% variable

Brief Description
PPPA introduces new initiatives that might turn into standing EU funding

programmes. A PP is an initiative of an experimental nature designed to

test the feasibility of an action and its usefulness and lasts not more than

2 years. A PA normally the successor of a successful PP on the same

matter is designed to prepare new actions like EU policies, legislation,

programmes with funding for not more than 3 years.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/pppa

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme(REC)

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Third Health Programme

Social Affairs & Human Rights

€439.5 million

From 80 % to 95 %

Brief Description
REC Programme acts to strengthen gender equality, combat all forms of

discrimination, and fight racism. It tackles the pressing issue of violence

against women, young people and children. Additional priority areas

include the rights of the child, the full inclusion of Roma in European

society, consumer rights, and the protection of personal data.

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/rec

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Health

€449.4 million

From 60 % to 80 %

Brief Description
The EU's Health Programmes fund projects to improve public health, to

prevent illness, and to eliminate threats to physical and mental health in

European countries. It is the main instrument that the Commission uses to

implement the EU Health Strategy.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/health/funding/programme_en

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions
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URBACT

Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Urban development

€96.3 million

% variable

Brief Description
URBACT is the European Territorial Cooperation programme aiming to

foster sustainable integrated urban development in cities across Europe. It

is an instrument of the Cohesion Policy, co-financed by the European

Regional Development Fund, the 28 Member States, Norway &

Switzerland. URBACT’s mission is to enable cities to work together and

develop integrated solutions to common urban challenges.

More info
https://urbact.eu/

Main EU Programmes 2014-2020 available for cities and regions



The 2021-2027 budget will help the EU to rebuild after the pandemic and will support

investment in the green and digital transitions.

EU leaders have agreed to a comprehensive package of €1824.3 billion, which combines the

Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and an extraordinary recovery effort under the Next

Generation EU (NGEU) instrument. This agreement must still be approved by the EU Parliament

and might change.

1.4 New Generation of EU Programmes for the
Period 2021-2027
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EU budget 2021-2027 and recovery package

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/eu-budget-story/#group-A-budget-for-the-recovery-A4AVFIB99o


The new MFF will cover seven years between 2021 and 2027. The MFF, reinforced by Next

Generation EU, will also be the main instrument for implementing the recovery package to

tackle the socio-economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. The size of the MFF

(€1074.3 billion) will allow the EU to fulfil its long-term objectives and preserve the full

capacity of the recovery plan. This proposal reflected two years of discussions between

member states.

Recovery fund
Next Generation EU will provide the Union with the necessary means to address the challenges

posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the agreement, the Commission will be able to

borrow up to €750 billion on the markets. These funds may be used for back-to-back loans

and expenditure channelled through the MFF programmes. Capital raised on the financial

markets will be repaid by 2058.
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Long-term EU budget 2021-2027

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/eu-budget-story/#group-A-budget-for-the-recovery-A4AVFIB99o


Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

More opportunities for cultural and creative actors to run cross-border projects

More attention to digital transformation that affects the cultural and creative sectors

More support for the promotion of european cultural & creative works beyond EU

Brief Description

CULTURE

Cooperation projects, networks and platforms, Mobility of artists, Music, books and publishing, Architecture

and cultural heritage, Design, fashion and cultural tourism

MEDIA

Development, distribution and promotion of European films, TV programmes and video games, Creative

collaboration across borders, High quality training for producers, directors and screenwriters

CROSS SECTORAL

Policy development and data collection on cross-sectorial activities, International exchange of experience

and know-how, peer learning activities and networking, Support for social inclusion through culture

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/about_en

https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe_en
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Creative Europe 

Audiovisual, Cultural & Creative sectors

€1.85 billion (Media: 1.081 billion, Culture: 609 million)

From 50 % to 80 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Investments into projects of common interest in transport, energy and digital infrastructure through the

development of the trans-European networks (TEN)

Cross-border cooperation on renewable energy generation (new)

Brief Description

CEF aims to connect and integrate the EU and all its regions. To accelerate the decarbonisation and

digitalisation of the EU’s economy, CEF supports:

TRANSPORT (€30.615 billion)

Smart, sustainable, inclusive, safe and secure mobility, Decarbonised transport, Adapt sections of the

transport network for civilian-military dual-use

ENERGY (€8.65 billion)

Lower cost for renewables integration and enabling the strategic uptake of renewables technologies

DIGITAL (€3 billion)

Broadband networks necessary for digital services, Deployment of very high capacity digital networks and

5G systems, Very high quality wireless connectivity in local communities

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility
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Connecting Europe Facility

Energy, Transport & Telecommunications

€42.265 billion

From 20 % to 75 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Brief Description

The Commission has created a new Digital Europe programme with an overall budget of €9.2 billion to

shape andsupport the digital transformation of Europe’s societies and economies. The programme will

boost frontline investments in supercomputing, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and advanced digital

skills.

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/2021-2027-multiannual-financial-framework-digital-shines-

through-eus-long-term-budget
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Digital Europe

Energy, Transport & Telecommunications

€9.2 billion

From 20 % to 75 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Nature and Biodiversity (€2.150 billion)

Circular economy and Quality of life (€1.350 billion)

Climate change mitigation and Adaptation (€0.950 billion)

Clean energy transition (€1 billion)

Brief Description

The new programme will focus on developing and implementing innovative ways to respond to

environment and climate challenges thereby catalysing changes in policy development, implementation

and enforcement. It will also ensure sufficient flexibility to address new and critical priorities as they emerge

during the programme’s duration. Programme implementation will be made easier for applicants and

beneficiaries, and there will be measures to achieve a more balanced territorial coverage.

The new LIFE programme will contain two main fields of action, environment and climate action and four

sub-programmes:

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life
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Environment & Climate Action (LIFE)

Environment & Climate Action

€5.450 billion

From 50 % to 75 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Education and training (€25.9 billion) 

Youth (€3.1 billion) 

Sport (€550 million)

Key Action 1: Learning mobility 

Key Action 2: Cooperation among organisations and institutions

Key Action 3: Support to policy development and cooperation

Brief Description

By doubling the budget to €30 billion, the European Commission wants to provide learning and mobility

opportunities to 12 million people. Erasmus will also be a key component for building the European

Education Area. € 700 million will be allocated to the Discover EU initiative to give young people

opportunities to discover Europe’s cultural heritage and diversity.

Like its predecessor, Erasmus will be structured around three strands: 

Erasmus will continue to implement the following key actions:

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/projects
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Erasmus+

Education,Training, Youth & Sport

€30 billion

Around 70 % - 90 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Industrial leadership and societal challenges used to be two separate pillars 

The 7 societal challenges of Horizon 2020 have been regrouped into 5 ‘clusters’ 

Brief Description

Horizon Europe will be implemented through 3 pillars:

Pillar 1 (€25.8 billion): Open Science will continue supporting "excellence science".

Pillar 2 (€52.7 billion): Global Challenges and Industrial Competitiveness will take forward the societal

challenges and industrial technologies. This is a significant change compared to Horizon 2020

Pillar 3 (€13.5 billion): Open Innovation will make Europe a frontrunner in market-creating innovation. The

European Innovation Council which offers a one-stop shop to high-potential innovators will be made

permanent.

A specific new programme line Strengthening the European Research Area is added to fully exploit the

potential in less R&I performing countries and cover the next generation of the Policy Support Facility (€2.1

billion).

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
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Horizon Europe

Research  & Innovation

€94.1 billion

From 33 % to 100 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Smarter Europe, through innovation, digitisation, economic transformation and support to SMEs

A greener, carbon free Europe, implementing the Paris Agreement and investing in energy transition

A more Connected Europe, with strategic transport and digital networks.

A more Social Europe, delivering on the European Pillar of Social Rights 

A Europe closer to citizens, by supporting locally-led development strategies 

Brief Description

A focus on five investment priorities, where the EU is best placed to deliver:

Regional development investments will strongly focus on objectives 1 and 2 65 % to 85 % of ERDF and

Cohesion Fund resources will be allocated to these priorities, depending on Member States’ relative wealth.

The allocation method for the funds is still largely based on GDP per capita. New criteria are added (youth

unemployment, low education level, climate change, and the reception and integration of migrants) to

better reflect the reality on the ground. Outermost regions will continue to benefit from special EU support.

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
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Interreg - European Territorial Cooperation (ETC)

Joint Actions & Policy Exchanges 

€10.1 billion

% variable

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Europe for Citizens

Rights, Equality & Citizenship (REC) 

Justice 

Europe for Citizens + REC = Rights and Values (€642 million)

Justice = Justice (€305 million)

Citizens' engagement and Participation

Equality and Rights

DAPHNE: focused on violence

Brief Description

In this new fund will be included the existing programmes: 

In this way:

With a budget of €642 million, the new programme aims to protect and promote EU rights and values incl.

by supporting civil society organisations, in order to sustain open, democratic and inclusive societies.

The new programme will be organised around three strands:

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/rec
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Justice, Rights and Values Fund

Justice, Rights & Values

€947 million

From 80 % to 95 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Thematic

Total Budget 

EU co-financing rate

Maintain a high level of food safety

Give even higher protection to consumers

Boost the competitiveness of businesses, in particular SMEs

Improve the governance of the Single Market and compliance with rules

Produce and disseminate high-quality statistics

Develop effective European standards

Food Safety

Protect consumers

Competitiveness (Provide support to businesses in particular SMEs)

An effective Single Market

European statistics

Effective standards

Brief Description

New programme proposed by the Commission to empower and protect consumers and enable Europe’s

many SMEs to thrive, with the following objectives:

The new programme will bring many activities together under one coherent umbrella to reduce overlaps:

More info
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/new-single-market-programme-empower-and-protect-

europeans_en#:~:text=The%20Single%20Market%20allows%20Europeans,greater%20choice%20and%20lo

wer%20prices.
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Single Market

Single market and Competitiveness of enterprises

€4 billion

From 40 % to 60 %

New Generation of EU Programmes for the Period 2021-2027



Having access to a complementary financing route.

Increased visibility of the city or region in its environment and among its citizens.

Creation of a network of contacts (future projects).

After a first project, there are more possibilities to be granted for a second, third, fourth ...

Promote the knowledge and recognition of the city or region in Europe.

Establishment of new relationships with entities of similar or complementary characteristics

and exchange of experiences and good practices with others.

The EU provides funding, in the form of grants, for a broad range of funds and programmes

covering various areas. These grants are awarded to a different kind of institutions to

implement specific projects contributing to EU policies.

One of these main actors are the local and regional public administrations, which can use these

grants for increasing the quality of life of its citizens on most important areas of interest, such as

education, culture, social and economic sectors, health, or sport. Therefore, the EU offers a wide

range of opportunities for our cities and regions to achieve a higher level of development and

well-being for their citizens.

Moreover, the participation on European projects brings a large number of benefits to our

cities and regions as:

Therefore, we would like to encourage all of you to be active in taking advantage of the

funds and programmes that the EU makes available to you and, in this sense, we hope that

this Guide, and the TICTAC project as a whole, will contribute to make this path easier and

more fruitful.
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